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26th June 2020 
 
 
Education Restart – Draft plans for Induction, Transition and Blended Learning  
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I hope that you and your family are keeping safe through these challenging times.  I am writing 
to you to provide you with a brief update on the work that has been undertaken at Ashfield 
Girls’ High School throughout the pandemic.  I would also like to provide you with our draft 
plans for Induction, Transition and Blended Learning for August / September.  As you are aware 
things can change very quickly.  I will write to you again at the end of July to update you on the 
school position at that time.  
 
Lockdown 
Following the Department of Education’s closure of all schools from Monday 23rd March, we 
have been on an unprecedented journey. As our entire community locked down and prepared 
to navigate the peak, the media has shown us harrowing scenes on NHS wards and we have 
all experienced a level of fear and anxiety about the health of individuals and families.  
 
Adjusting to working from home  
As a school we shifted to online platforms.  After Easter we sent out a questionnaire to pupils 
to gauge their levels of engagement, their access to technology and ways in which we could 
improve our online delivery.  As a result of this questionnaire, we provided laptops to pupils 
who requested them through our lending scheme and we provided a structured timetable for 
Key Stage 3 pupils.  We also realised that it would be necessary to move to one online learning 
platform in the longer term. Our staff have been engaging in scheduled online learning to 
enable them to build capacity in the use of Microsoft Teams.   
 
Pastoral Support 
Our pastoral team has contacted over 250 families to see if additional pastoral support is 
needed. Our IT technician has also been available through the contact form (on the school 
website) to field login difficulties. The Child Protection Team has continued to provide 
safeguarding support throughout the pandemic.  
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Accessing Online Learning  
While a singular online platform will be of great benefit to everyone going forward, we 
appreciate that there will be more challenges to come. In February, we had ordered laptops to 
the value of £10,000 in the hope that we could lend these out to pupils; however, they still have 
not arrived due to a global supply shortage. We have also requested additional laptops through 
the C2K Exchange through Phase 2 of the Department of Education’s ‘Lending Devices’ 
initiative.  Our application was successful and we will be in a position to lend these devices to 
pupils in August.  
 
Centre Assessed Grades 
All Centre Assessed Grades for Years 12, 13 and 14 have been calculated by teachers, 
checked by Heads of Department and approved at Head of Centre level. The Examination 
Team then submitted the Centre Assessed Grades to the examination boards well before the 
deadline of 5 June.  
 
Primary 7 Induction 
We are aware that the Primary 7 pupils who have secured a place at Ashfield Girls’ High School 
will not have the opportunity to come to school in June for the ‘Sausage Sizzle’. We have 
therefore been working on our ‘virtual’ induction.  This can be found on the school website.  
 
Key Worker Provision  
We are proud that we have been able to remain open to keyworker and vulnerable pupils 
throughout the entire pandemic.  Teachers have been supervising in school on a rota basis 
since 23rd March.  
 
Education Restart  
While these plans are at draft stage, they include:  
 

 We have already made changes to the physical building including spacing chairs and 
desks in classrooms, spacing lunch seating and fitting the Sports Hall, Gym and Dance 
Studio with desks. 

 Entering and exiting the building - There will be staggered entry times in the morning 
and staggered exit times in the afternoon.  

 Hygiene has been a priority even before lockdown.  We have purchased dining furniture 
for break and lunch time.  We have ordered 25 wall secured hand dispensers to add to 
the sanitizers we already have. Pupils will be asked to wash hands on entry to school 
and teachers will facilitate opportunities for hand washing before break and lunch.  
Cleaning will also be carried out on a more regular basis and will focus on potential 
‘touch points’. 

 Movement will be a one-way system with ‘going up’ staircases at one side of the school 
and ‘going down’ staircases on the opposite side.  

 Break and lunch. There will be two breaks (junior and senior) and we already have two 
lunches (junior and senior). 
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Induction – Week Beginning 24th August  
 

 Monday 24th August – Year 12 and Year 14 (only) at school for Induction 
 Tuesday 25th August – Year 11 and Year 13 (only) at school for Induction 
 Wednesday 26th August – Year 8 (only) at school for Induction 
 Thursday 27th August – Year 9 (only) at school for Induction  
 Friday 28th August – Year 10 and Year 8 (only) at school for Induction  

 
 
Week Beginning 2nd September; 
We have four scenarios that we have planned for.  
 
Scenario 1 – 100% Return (Full return for all classes) 
This would be our preferred scenario. 
 
Scenario 2 – 75% Return (Full return for KS4 and KS5 and Blended Learning for KS3) 
This would be the scenario that we are anticipating (at this stage), will be the most likely to be 
in place on 2nd September.  Year 8, Year 9 and Year 10 will return at 50% (Blended Learning 
– alternating weeks in school) and Year 11, Year 12, Year 13 and Year 14 will return 100% of 
the time.  
 
Scenario 3 – 50% Return (Blended Learning for All Pupils) 
We are hoping that we will not have to use this scenario. If we do have to use this scenario it 
would be Year 8, Year 9, Year 10, Year 11, Year 12, Year 13 and Year 14 all attending school 
in alternating weeks.  Each class would be divided in half and each pupil would be informed by 
letter as to which weeks they were to attend.  
 
Scenario 4 – No Return  
We are hopeful that we will not have to use this scenario of Online Learning  
 
*The scenario used would be reviewed every 2 weeks.  
 
Keyworker and vulnerable pupil provision  
If we use Scenario 2 or 3, then we hope to have some provision for keyworker pupils so that 
they can complete their blended learning (online learning at home week) in the gym.   
 
There are seven weeks before the new academic year begins.  Lockdown is currently easing 
at a rapid pace and the uncertainty of how the suppression of the virus will be affected by the 
easing; will impact the scenario that is ultimately in place on 2nd September. I will write you 
again at the end of July to outline if we will be changing from Scenario 2.  
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We are looking forward to welcoming our pupils back.   When I took up my new position as 
Principal on 22nd August last year, I could not have anticipated the year that was to unfold.  I 
am still as enthusiastic about the outstanding opportunities that Ashfield Girls’ High School 
offers to all it’s pupils. I have been encouraged by the innovative ways that staff have adapted 
to the unforeseen challenges.  I have enjoyed the e-mails sent to me by pupils.  Sitting in my 
office surrounded by the eerie corridors is not something I wish to experience again.  Schools 
are vibrant, dynamic and full of energy. I have really missed our pupils and it reaffirms my belief 
that schools are about relationships and human engagements.  
 
I hope that as a country we continue to be careful regarding the easing of lockdown.  I hope 
that the government policy can keep virus transmission controlled and that as a society we 
learn to live in a way that keeps everyone safe.  
 
Please pass on my sincere gratitude to your daughter for her engagement in online learning 
and please let her know that we are looking forward to seeing her again in August.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
Mrs L Hanvey  
Principal  
 
   


